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Recycled Rubber Coalition Releases First-Of-Its-Kind White Paper
Report includes impactful policy recommendations to manage tire waste responsibly

WASHINGTON, DC (2/13/23) –

Recent high-profile instances of illegal tire dumping in Washington, DC, and Houston, Texas
have renewed attention on how to better manage waste tires. While there is widespread
agreement to prevent tires from ending up in landfills and illegal dump sites–where they pose
risks to human health and the environment–the U.S. needs more cohesive policies to support
reusing the tires. State and federal policies must support sustainable end uses for waste tires
and not enact short-sighted policies with unintended consequences.

That is why, for the first time ever, the Recycled Rubber Coalition (RRC) is releasing a
white paper that includes background on the waste tire industry, case studies, and policy
recommendations for how to improve tire management and encourage greater levels of
recycling.

"There is no reason that America shouldn't lead the world in reusing and recycling rubber tires.
We have the technology and we know how to do it, we just need to align state and federal
policies to better promote circularity in the industry," said coalition spokesperson Stratton Kirton.
"The policies we've outlined will help to protect consumers and the environment, while also
growing our economy. That's a win-win-win."

Each year, almost 300 million scrap tires, estimated to be over six billion pounds, are generated
in the U.S. Rubber recyclers and end-market users are critical to finding a second life for those
millions of tires. This system of recovery, recycling, and secondary usage keeps more than 220
million tires out of landfills each year and supports nearly 8,500 jobs with an estimated
economic impact of $2.47 billion.

The RRC offers policy recommendations for the federal, state, and local levels in our white
paper, which can be found on our website here. These recommendations include:

● Increase research funding: The U.S. EPA and Department of Energy should prioritize
grants for expanding the uses of recycled rubber—similar to existing programs for
plastics recycling.

https://recycledrubbercoalition.org/research


● Codify environmental standards: While all U.S. crumb rubber is safe, recycled rubber
from nations with lower environmental standards may contain harmful chemicals, so
chemical and material standards should be codified.

● Establish preference in federal purchasing: The EPA maintains a list of recycled
products that gain preference in federal procurement. There are many more instances
where the federal government can use recycled scrap tire products and cut waste.

● Create tax incentives for equipment and facilities: Rubber recycling facilities create
good-paying jobs and are innovation centers in many communities. State and local
governments should provide tax incentives for facility construction and equipment.

● Implement new tire fees: All 50 state governments should enact a fee of at least $1.50
on all new tires purchased, using the generated funds on recycling and cleanup grant
programs.

While many states have some combination of tire fees and recycling programs, at best it is a
patchwork, with at least 15 states having no programs or fees. Our policies would help to bring
up the threshold to establish a baseline for all states while helping to align federal incentives
and grants to be complementary.

About The Recycled Rubber Coalition:
The Recycled Rubber Coalition advocates for recycled rubber as a safe and environmentally
friendly material and seeks to emphasize its practical application for athletic, entertainment, and
commercial purposes. The membership of the coalition is made up of organizations involved in
the recycling of rubber and the manufacturing of synthetic turf. Additional information about the
Recycled Rubber Coalition can be found by visiting https://recycledrubbercoalition.org/, on
Facebook @RecycledRubberCoalition, and on Twitter @Recycled_Rubber.
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