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Recycled Rubber Coalition Releases New Policy Primer On RMA For Road Construction 

RMA has environmental, economic, and performance-based benefits over traditional asphalt 

WASHINGTON D.C. (5/16/22) – Today, the Recycled Rubber Coalition (RRC) released its policy primer 

on rubber-modified asphalt (RMA), an asphalt mixture that blends crumb rubber with traditional asphalt 

materials. The primer details what rubber-modified asphalt is, where it is currently used, and its benefits 

for road construction.   

As states continue receiving and distributing funds from the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL), which 

invests $110 billion in surface transportation infrastructure, local policymakers have the opportunity to 

create long-lasting, sustainable infrastructure. Using money allocated by the BIL on RMA would enable 

states to get the most out of these funds given it reduces rutting and cracking and provides life-cycle 

savings of over 40 percent compared to traditional asphalt.  

"Rubber-modified asphalt is a win-win-win. Local governments win by making taxpayer dollars go further, 

the environment wins by reducing emissions and keeping scrap tires out of landfills, and drivers win with 

smoother, quieter roads," said coalition spokesperson Stratton Kirton.  

At least 32 states and many other countries around the world, including Australia, Canada, and the United 

Kingdom already use or plan to use rubber-modified asphalt. States have the opportunity to make their 

infrastructure dollars go further by expanding the use of RMA while tackling other pressing challenges. In 

addition to lifecycle cost savings, RMA reduces road-related CO2 emissions by over 30%, noise by 1-10 

decibels, and enables better grip by decreasing road spray in inclement weather.  

RMA's benefits led the National Lieutenant Governors Association to endorse its use, noting "these 

benefits demonstrate the lifecycle impacts of the use of rubber-modified asphalt as a sustainable, 

innovative pavement material which serves motorists, neighborhoods, state departments of 

transportation, and the environment."  

Innovative uses of recycled rubber, like RMA, have made America a global leader in rubber recycling and 

secondary use while helping eliminate more than a billion scrap tires stockpiled around the country. 

Today, nearly three-quarters of scrap tires in the U.S. are either recycled or find a secondary use. 

A full version of the policy primer is available on the RRC website here. 

You can learn more about RMA research at Auburn's National Center for Asphalt Technology and the 

University of Missouri's State of Knowledge Report.  

You can learn more about recycled rubber on the Recycled Rubber Coalition's website.  

About The Recycled Rubber Coalition: 

The Recycled Rubber Coalition advocates for recycled rubber as a safe and environmentally friendly 

material and seeks to emphasize its practical application for athletic, entertainment, and commercial 

purposes. The membership of the coalition is made up of organizations involved in the recycling of rubber 

and the manufacturing of synthetic turf. Additional information about the Recycled Rubber Coalition can 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/60e7217fc5b6e37824b94aea/t/627ec062e3d1952b21cb03ba/1652473955251/RMA+Policy+Primer.pdf
https://eng.auburn.edu/research/centers/ncat/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/60e7217fc5b6e37824b94aea/t/6189470ec49b5e7a761677db/1636386578126/Rubber-Modified-Asphalt_State_Of_Knowledge.pdf
https://recycledrubbercoalition.org/
https://recycledrubbercoalition.org/


be found by visiting https://recycledrubbercoalition.org/, on Facebook @RecycledRubberCoalition, and on 

Twitter @Recycled_Rubber. 
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